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Fig. 1. The ruins of the Theater and the Arkadiane (street running to the harbor) at Ephesus. 
In the background is the Hill of Astyages and the beginning of the Koressos mountain 
range (see Fig. 2). the right background one can make out the Cayster River. was 
in the Theater that the mob, stirred up by Demetrius, gathered to hear the charges 
against Paul (Acts 19:23 ff. has been estimated that some 24,500 persons could 
be accommodated in this structure. (Ewing Galloway Photograph) 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND ST. PAUL’S JOURNEYS GREEK LANDS 


PART EPHESUS 
Parvis 


Research Assistant New Testament, University Chicago 


Professor William McDonald, three previous numbers The 
Biblical Archaeologist (Vol. No. Vol. IV, No. Vol. No. 3), 
has followed Paul his first European journey through Macedonia and 
down Athens and Corinth. has fallen take the story 
and accompany the Apostle turns east from Corinth and crosses 
the Aegean Sea Ephesus. Acts 18:18 f., read that “Paul, having 
tarried after this yet many days, took his leave the brethren, and sailed 
thence for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila And they came 


must have been impressive sight indeed that 
before the eyes Paul approached the city from the west, entered the 
wide mouth the Cayster river, and sailed into the harbor Ephesus. 
The modern shore harborless line sandy beach, unapproachable 
ship, which gives the impression that Ephesus must have been inland 
city. Such impression, however, wrong one. Strabo, writing his 
Geography about D., described Ephesus coastal city (Bk. XIV 
and from this many have argued that the present coast-line must 
have receded least three four miles from the position which 
occupied the beginning the Christian era. Strabo goes say, 
however, that 


“the entrance the harbor was made narrow order the king Attalus Philadelphus 
who, together with the persons that constructed it, was disappointed at the results. The 
harbor was formerly shallow, on account of the embankment of earth accumulated by 
the Cayster; but the king, supposing that there would be deep water for the entrance of 
large vessels of burden, if a mole were thrown up at the mouth of the river, which was 
very wide, gave orders for the construction of a mole; but the contrary effect took 
place, for the mud, being confined within the harbor, made the whole of it shallow to the 
mouth. Before the construction of the mole, the flow and ebb of the sea cleared the mud 
away entirely by forcing it outwards.”’ 


his Discoveries Ephesus (1877), Wood says that the city 
port Ephesus was fully four miles from the sea. support his 
contention, tells finding the extensive remains massive stone 
embankment the north side the river Cayster which succeeded 
tracing without difficulty distance within four hundred yards the 
present coastline. This stone embankment Wood identifies the mole 
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which was built Attalus Philadelphus. correct identifying 
it, appears impossible that the sea has receded far, all, from the 
coast-line was the days Paul. 


far the most impressive view Ephesus seen from the 
top the twin-peaked Mount Pion (Fig. 2). From this vantage point 
one’s eye ranges westward over the streets the ancient city, and 
across the harbor the Hill Astyages. the southwest one’s view 
the long ridges the Koressos mountains, along the crest 
which runs the south wall the Greek city. the northwest, one looks 
across the level plain the sea, fully six miles away. the north lies 
the level plain and the steep slopes the Gallesion mountains. The mouth 
the river Cayster hidden from sight behind the Hill Astyages. 
the northeast and east, one looks over the valley the great Temple 
Artemis (Diana) and the Holy Hill Ayassoluk which overhangs 
the Temple site. 


Fig. Ephesus and its environs. (Drawing Snyder) 


THE HISTORY EPHESUS 


Neither the dates nor the successive stages the history the 
Ephesian valley can fully determined. Villages more less im- 
portance, however, probably had existed the Ephesian territory for 
several centuries before the coming the Greeks. About 1044 C., the 
first Greek colonists, under the leadership Androclus, came from Athens, 
expelled most the older population, and founded one the twelve cities 
the Ionian Confederation. This was city which was composed 
Greeks and native remnant. occupied tract land along the 
Koressos mountains. 
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For four centuries that was the situation Ephesus. There was 
Ionian city bearing the name Ephesus the slopes Mount 
Koressos, and about mile the north was the Temple Artemis. When 
the Greek colonists arrived the scene, they had naturally adopted the 
worship the deity who presided over the land. Gradually they came 
bear more respect for her than they did for their own goddess, Athena, 
whom they had brought with them from Athens. 

During this period, the Temple Artemis became sanctuary within 
large sacred precinct the plain. The goddess, although worshipped 
the Greeks, was not transformed into Greek deity. She remained 
Anatolian deity both character and the ritual which she was 
worshipped. 

new era began about 560 when Ephesus was conquered 
Croesus, the king Lydia who was soon defeated Cyrus the 
Persian. The city was now attached the Temple Artemis, and the 
population was moved back from the higher ground and dwelt once more 
beside the Temple. This change marked the triumph the Asiatic 
Anatolian element over the Greek the Ephesian population. The Ephesian 
goddess was henceforth the recognized deity the city and the patroness 
both family and city life. 

Ephesus, however, was not entirely reduced the pure Anatolian 
village system. was not mere union villages with the Temple 
the only center. was city with certain form municipal government. 

endeavor maintain equilibrium among the diverse elements 
which were united the city, the population was divided into Tribes and 
Thousands. Apparently, there were originally three Tribes: the Epheseis, 
the native population; the Euonymoi, the Athenian population; 
Bembinaioi, the colonists other Greek regions. Two more Tribes, the 
Teioi and the Karenaioi, were introduced order accommodate new 
bodies settlers. Ephoros, writing about 340 C., describes these 
the five Tribes Ephesus. sixth Tribe was introduced some later 
date, although the time its formation uncertain. 

addition having its own organizations and municipal government, 
Ephesus also had its own acropolis, and struck its own coins silver and 
electrum. 

After 479 C., Ephesus was forced join the union Greek 
States which was called the Delian Confederacy, but seceded the 
earliest opportunity. 

With the conquest Asia Alexander the Great, after 335 C., 
the Greek spirit began strengthen itself Ephesus. This first per- 
ceptible the coinage. The bee, the sacred insect and the symbol the 
Goddess Artemis, had before this always been the principal type 
Ephesian coins. About 295 C., however, purely Greek type, the head 
the Greek Artemis, was substituted for the bee the silver coins. 

There followed once more change the situation Ephesus. The 
city was moved away from the neighborhood the Temple point not 
far removed from the location the old Greek city. This change seems 
have been resisted the priests and large section the people over 
whom they had control. The opposition this proposed change location, 
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however, was overcome Greek tyrant and ruler named Lysimachus. 
The Ephesus 560 C.-287 was low-lying situation, surround- 
three sides higher ground, and time rain great amount 
water poured down through the city. Lysimachus took advantage 
heavy rain and obstructed the drains that the city was inundated. The 
people were then glad leave the site (Strabo, Geog. XIV. 1.21). 


Fig. 3. A reconstruction of the west portico of the Temple of Artemis (Diana), as designed and 
erected with the aid of Croesus, king of Lydia, in the sixth century B. C. This Temple 
was accounted one of the seven wonders of the ancient world; Pausanias called it the 
largest building in the world. King Croesus gave the sculptured drums of the columns; 
the figures them were life size. The Temple was burned 356 C., but reconstructed 
on the same plan. Alexander the Great offered to bear the cost of the reconstruction 

if his name were inscribed on it, but his offer was refused. (From F. Krischen, Die griechische 


Stadt, Berlin, 1938, pl. 33) 


The new location was good one, and the Hellenic Ephesus this new 
foundation lasted for more than thousand years. Its shape was like 


bent bow, the two ends being Pion the east and the Hill Astyages 


the west. The quays, bordered colonnades and public buildings, can 
still traced amid the ruins. 
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The death Lysimachus, 281 C., interrupted the development 
the new city which had planned such great scale. Yet the new 
location was favorable one, and the city soon became one the greatest 
Asia. 

period the history Ephesus which, seemingly, often over- 
looked, that during which there was intimate connection between 
the city and Egypt. The influence the Graeco-Egyptian kings, the 
Ptolemies, the eastern waters the Aegean Sea, affected Ephesus 
such extent that she became one the stations for the Egyptian fleet, 
and recruiting center for mercenary soldiers the Egyptian 


The Roman Province Asia was organized 133 C., and Ephesus 
struggled with Smyrna and Pergamum for the honor being called the 
first city that Province. Roman control was temporarily interrupted the 
invasion King Mithridates was from Ephesus that 
Mithridates issued the order for great massacre, which thousands 
Romans were put death Asia. the time this massacre the 
Ephesians did not spare even the Roman suppliants the altar the 
goddess Artemis, disregarding the right asylum which 
been universally respected, even invaders. Sulla soon reconquered Asia, 
however, and the Ephesians were eventually subdued under Antony 
B.C. 

The luxurious life led Antony Ephesus, where was joined 
Cleopatra, retarded for few years the prosperity the city. With 
the peace she enjoyed common with other cities Asia Minor under 
the Roman Empire, however, her commerce and her riches increased, 
spite the heavy tribute she had pay. Caesar Augustus, addition 
restricting the limits the sacred precincts the Temple, commenced 
many large public buildings which were probably finished Tiberius 
Caesar. the time the Caesars, the majority the public buildings, 
including the Theater and the Gymnasium, were erected. The foundations 
some the ancient Greek structures were allowed remain wherever 
they could utilized. 

Under Antoninus Pius (138-161 D.) great portion the city 
was rebuilt. During this time, the Jews had special quarter the city 
allotted them for their residence just they have today modern 
Europe. About the year 262 Ephesus was sacked the Goths, and 
not many years later the Great Temple Diana was destroyed. 

With the decline her commerce and the destruction the Temple, 
Ephesus lost her historical importance, and know but little her 
history during many centuries. The city probably fell into the hands 
numerous adventurers among whom named certain Greek pirate 
the eleventh century. The Turks took possession the city 
thirteenth century, and built considerable town Ayassoluk. Both 
Ephesus and Ayassoluk fell into the hands the Knights Saint John 
Jerusalem who struck some coins Ayassoluk 1365. Ephesus 
was degrees deserted, and remained for the archaeologist again 
bring light once teeming city. 


1. A. V. Green, The Ephesian Ganonical Writings, p. 17 ti Adolf i 
of Vol itings, p , quoting Adolf Holm, The History 
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After this all too brief account the history Ephesus, may 
turn examination some the ruins that once great metropolis. 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION THE CITY 


begin our visit the ancient city, may, Paul himself 
well may have done, first the great Temple Artemis (Figs. 4). 
This Temple ranked one the seven wonders the ancient world, 
and alluded many ancient writers. Knowledge its exact location, 
however, was lost for many centuries. remained for Wood, after 
exactly six years “of great anxiety and misgiving, and almost hopeless 
endeavour” bring once again the light day.? 


The Temple was found northeast the city the foot the Hill 
Ayassoluk. History shows that this was the Holy Hill although that 
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Fig. 4. Plan of the Temple of Artemis. Pliny says that the Temple had 127 columns around it, 
but this is taken as a mistake for 117 (CXVII for CXXVII); thirty-six of the columns 


had sculptured drums. (From |. H. Grinnell, Greek Temples, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, 1943, p. 5) “ 


title never recorded any the documents. The sense the holiness 
this hill and the low ground beneath its western slope was never 
wholly lost even amid all the changes religion that occurred ancient 


this hill Justinian’s great Church St. John Theologos was 


built. Concerning this Church, Procopius says, 


“There chanced to be a certain place before the city of Ephesus, lying on a steep slope, 
hilly and bare of soil and incapable of producing crops, even should one attempt to 
cultivate them, but altogether hard and rough. that site the natives had set 


2. The literature which deals with the Temple of Artemis may be found in abundance. 
Probably the best accounts of the discovery of the Temple and of the work of excavation, as 
well as descriptions of the Temple itself, may be found in: 

J. T. Wood, Discoveries at Ephesus (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1877). 
D. G. Hogarth, The Archaic Artemisia (London: Longmans and Co., 1908). 
Oesterreichisches Archaeologisches Institut, Forschungen Ephesos (Vienna: 
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church in early times to the Apostie John; this Apostle has been named “the Theologian,” 
because the nature of God was described by him in a manner beyond the unaided power 
man. This church, which was small and ruined condition because its great age, 
the Emperor Justinian tore down to the ground and replaced it by a church so large and 
beautiful, that, speak briefly, resembles very closely all respects, and rival to, 
the shrine which he dedicated to all the Apostles in the imperial city ... .“” 

Tradition has said that the grave St. John located under this 
church and that sacred dust arises from his tomb the anniversary 
his festival. This the Church that earlier writers have all too often 
wrongly identified being the church which the Council 431 was held. 

Between the Church and the Temple Artemis stands the Mosque 
Isa Bey. Standing the ruins the Temple which Wood found buried 
more than twenty feet below the surface, one may look over the Temple 
and the Mosque the Holy Hill and the Church St. John. 

When take into consideration the spirit Anatolian religion and 
the persistence with which clings definite localities, wonder why 
those who long sought the Temple Artemis did not look for beside 
the Mosque, the Church, and the Holy Hill. 

The platform upon which the Temple Artemis was raised was 
found Wood approximately 239 feet wide 418 feet long. There 
was flight ten steps which led the pavement the platform and 
three more steps which led the pavement the peristyle: The Temple 
itself was 163 feet inches width and 342 feet inches length. 
The 100 columns which the Temple contained were feet inch 
diameter the base. least some these columns were sculptured 
height about twenty feet. 

The cella the Temple was feet wide and was doubtless open 
the sky. The foundations for the altar were feet square. has been 
suggested that the statue the goddess, which probably stood directly 
behind the altar, and which was said have “fallen from Jupiter” (Acts 
19:35), may have been large meteorite which was worked artist 
resemble human figure. 

Enough fragments have been found prove that brilliant color 
well gold was extensively used the decoration the Temple itself. 
can well understand why this great structure, building exquisite 
beauty and proportion, the result the united efforts architect, 
sculptor, and painter, came one the seven wonders the 
ancient world. 

From the Temple Artemis may turn our steps back the city 
itself. follow the footsteps the Apostle find ourselves 
going the Great Theater which located the western slope Mt. 
Pion. was here that the mob gathered riot which was directed 
against Paul and where “all with one voice about the space two hours 
cried out, Great Diana the Ephesians” (Acts 19:34). This Great 
Theater was approximately 495 feet diameter. has been estimated 
that would accommodate 24,500 persons (Fig. 1). 

The Theater connected with the harbor the 
marble paved street approximately thirty-six feet width (Fig. 5). 
both sides, lined colonnade behind which are store rooms and 


Procopius, Buildings, Bk. V.1.4-6. 
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shops. The length the “Arkadiane” about 1735 feet. Opposite the 
little square which before the Great Theater, the street was closed 
great double-arch gate. the western end the the 
magnificient Harbor-Gate (Fig. 6). one place, the intersection the 
“Arkadiane” and side street marked Tetrapylon which reminds 
one similar intersection Gerasa, Transjordan. This whole con- 
struction probably dates from late Roman times. 

one the shops along the north side the “Arkadiane”, there 
was found inscribed door lintel part the apocryphal correspondence 
between Christ and Abgaros Edessa. 


Fig. 5. A reconstruction of the Arkadiane. (From Forschungen in Ephesos, the publication of 
the Austrian Archaeological Institute) 


this ancient city there much that interest the archaeologist 
and the historian, although not primary interest the one who 
search Christian monuments. The one who interested such 
monuments the Agora, the Odeum, the Wellhouse, etc., can find 
abundance material which has been published the Oesterreichisches 
Archaeologisches Institut Vienna under the general title 
Ephesos. 


One the most interesting monuments for the historian Christian- 
ity and one the most striking and picturesque features the city the 
so-called Prison St. Paul. the Hill Astyages there stands fort 
which tradition has long designated the prison which the Apostle was 
confined, though actually much later than his day. From its elevation 
450 feet dominates the view from all Ephesus. 
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the southeast the Great Theater and near the street that runs 
the Magnesian Gate the so-called Tomb St. Luke. This 
circular building some fifty feet diameter which Wood identified 
the tomb the beloved physician but which later study has identified 
Greek polyandrion (that is, the tomb number men who may have 
died war, family tomb). 


the northeastern slope Mount Pion lies the Cave the 
Seven Sleepers. The legend these Seven Sleepers found 
almost all the languages the earth. was embodied the Koran 
chapter entitled “The Cave.” Tradition says that during one the 
persecutions the Christians (under Decius, 249-251 under 
Diocletian, 283-304 D.) seven young men fled the cave for refuge. 
After entering the cave, they fell asleep and did not awaken until the time 
the Christian Emperor Theodosius (408-450 D.). Their awakening 
was taken incontestable witness the doctrine the resurrection 
the body. They were not conscious having slept more than one night 
and were greatly surprised when upon entering the city they could recognize 
neither people nor language nor money. Everything was changed and all the 
city had become Christian. The seven men, however, all died natural deaths 
on.the day their awakening. The Emperor had them buried their cave 
and caused church built the spot. The place also became 


Christian burying ground. 


One the greatest the Christian monuments Ephesus ‘the 
Church St. Mary (Fig. 7). The ruins this Church have long been 
known those who have visited the city. For many years was designated 
the Double-Church. This name seemed justified the appearance 
the ruins themselves from which one gained the impression that there 
once had been two churches the site. appeared though the two 
churches had been oriented opposite directions; the so-called eastern 
church with its apse the east, and the so-called westefn church with its 
apse the west. 


Excavation the entire complex revealed the remains least 
five building periods this site. The first period produced long building, 
the east and west ends which were great halls, each containing 
apse. Between these halls ran colonnade which was surrounded 
porch. the basis inscription which was found the site, Josef 
Keil assumed that this building was the Museum the city; that is, 
assumed have been school arts and learning. 


During the second period, there was erected the western part the 
original building, three-nave, pillared basilica with narthex and outer 
court. The Baptistry also was erected this time (Figs. 7,8). 


The third period was marked the erection the 
which was built the western part the earlier basilica. The narthex 
the Dome-Church butted against the inside the west wall the earlier 
Church Saint Mary. The outer court and the Baptistry, with the 
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exception few minor alterations, remained much the same they had 
been before. 


the fourth period, after the Dome-Church had been destroyed, the 
area between and the apse the Church Saint Mary was altered 
into little three-nave, pillared basilica with galleries. The ruins the 
Dome-Church thus served outer court from which the narthex 
this latest basilica was reached means door which was cut 
through the apse wall the Dome-Church itself. little chapel which 
was located along the south wall the basilica was probably erected also 


during this time. 


Fig. Reconstruction the center Harbor Gate the end the Arkadiane. (From Forschungen 
Ephesos) 

During the fifth period the basilica which had been erected the 
fourth period, and which was now rather bad state disrepair, 
was remodeled. Among other things, the remodeling consisted placing 
additional supports under the galleries and completely changing the 


presbyterium. 


the activity the second period which holds the greatest interest 
for us. the year 325 the Emperor Constantine issued the Edict which 
made Christianity legal religion. Immediately there was movement 
the part Christians all over the empire build more stately houses 
worship which should able give adequate expression the new 
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place importance now held their faith. The Christians Ephesus 
entered whole-heartedly into this movement. They obtained possession 
one the most favorable building locations the city, then occupied 
only the ruins the once great Museum. This newly acquired building 
lot provided ideal spot for the erection the proposed bishop’s church 
and palace. Construction was begun about the year 350 perhaps even 
few years earlier. The Christian architect who designed the new bishop’s 
church, which was known the Church Saint Mary, brought 
the new structure into relation with the extant remains the Museum with 
great deal artistic aptness well intelligent calculation. 


The Church Saint Mary, with length nearly 481 feet, was 
built the western half the ruins the Museum. The church complex, 
finally completed, consisted three-nave, columnar basilica whose 
apse was flanked two side rooms, narthex, outer-court with 
columnar entryway, and Baptistry. 


The Church Saint Mary was identified definitely means 
inscription which was found the site. From this inscription quotation 
from pastoral letter the Archbishop Hypatius the time Justinian and 
preserved stone slab inside the narthex) know that the church 
was named for Mary the mother Jesus All-holy Mother God 
and Perpetual certain, therefore, that this was the 
which the Council 431 was held. the official Acts this Council, 
the church was designated the church the “Holy Mary, Mary Mother 
God”, simply “The Great Church.” 


long and fervent feud over the mystery the incarnation 
Christ and over the designation Mary Mother God (Theotokos) 
found its culmination the very building whose ruins have been 
exploring. The champion the party which wished Mary designated, 
not Mother God, but Mother Christ (Christotokos), was 
Nestorius who had been placed the Bishop’s chair Constantinople 
the year 428 and who was patronized the Emperor and his court. 
Cyril Alexandria was the champion the opposing faction, that is, 
those who favored designating Mary Mother God. 


The Emperor Theodosius issued call for all the Metropolitans 
the Empire and also for large number Suffragan bishops attend 
universal council which would held the time Pentecost, 431, 
Ephesus. Because papal instruction given the previous year, the task 
presiding over the the Council fell Cyril. The Council 
formally convened June 22, 431. Nearly two hundred bishops were 
present for this opening session. this session Cyril presented side 
the argument and his speech made bid for the sympathy the 
Ephesians. Bishop Memnon Ephesus, together with about forty Suffra- 
gan bishops, joined Cyril and carried with them the support the whole 
Ephesian population. the first Synode session Nestorius was condemned 
absentia after had refused three invitations present the 
meeting. This session lasted until late the evening, but great was the 
interest the people its outcome that great crowd had surrounded 
the church since early morning waiting hear the verdict. When the 
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verdict was announced, the crowd formed torch-light procession and 
amid great shouting escorted Cyril and his followers their lodgings. 


the year 449 second great Council was held this church. This 
was the so-called Robber Council Ephesus. The last inscription found 
the site has been dated coming from the year 451. 


may safely assume, therefore, that the Church Saint Mary, 
built just before 350, was still use until about the last third the fifth 
century. may have been destroyed fire. 


Early Christianity was profoundly influenced the environment 
which grew and developed. Especially was this true early Christian- 
ity the great centers population. But, true that the ancient 
city Ephesus left its mark upon Christianity, equally true that 
Christianity left its mark upon the city. For more than three quarters 


Fig. Plan the Church St. Mary. (From Epheses) 


century the archaeologist has been bringing light new materials which 
have illumined the history both the city and the movement. Our survey 
these materials has been all too brief more than give glimpse 
the site which was the home the Apostle for many months. 


EPHESUS AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 
McCormick Theological Seminary 


The Apostle Paul evidently followed deliberate missionary strategy 
chose center his work the important cities the eastern Roman 
Empire. This was not due merely the fact that was born and bred 
city man, with his home first Tarsus Cilicia and then Jerusalem. 
was due mainly his insight that establishing himself key city 
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could not only reach large number residents, but could also get 
the Gospel before the people the surrounding area. could either meet 
them when they visited the city for festivals business, send out 
helpers, such Epaphras (according the probable text Col. 1:7), 
preach and found churches smaller places. 


THE STRATEGIC POSITION EPHESUS 


The city Ephesus, busy center shipping and land traffic, was 
especially suited such center Pauline preaching. sure, its 
harbor tended silt up; inscriptions the first, second, and third centuries 
tell gifts and projects dredge out the deposits made the 
Cayster River. Nevertheless, the harbor was constant use. Here the Roman 
proconsul the province Asia first set foot the soil the province 
when came from Rome take his duties. Into this port Paul sailed 
after his first ministry Corinth, and made his first contact with the 
Jews Ephesus (Acts 18:19). There was constant traffic between Corinth 
and Ephesus, and the hasty visit which Paul seems have made Corinth 
during the latter part his stay Ephesus (cf. Cor. 12:14;13:1) 
could made without having wait long for ship. 

But sea lanes leading north, west, and south were means the 
only traffic routes leading out from Ephesus. western Asia Minor 
four river valleys sloped westward reach the Aegean Sea. Northernmost 
these was the rather short Caicus, the north side which lay Per- 
gamum. Next was the Hermus, near whose mouth lay Smyrna with its 
excellent harbor. Further south was the Cayster, which passed just north 
Ephesus some three miles from the Sea. Southernmost the four was 
the Meander, near whose mouth lay Miletus. The winding course this 
river gave the verb and noun which refer constant turning aimless 
wandering. 

first sight Ephesus might seem doomed minor role, for both 
the Hermus and Meander rivers were larger and longer than the Cayster, 
and each might have been expected ensure greater prosperity the 
city its mouth. Convenient passes, gave Ephesus access both 
these larger valleys, that fact held central position. the time 
Paul was the chief port the Aegean for the land route which led 
east into central Asia Minor and the regions beyond. Thus possessed 
sea trade, heavy traffic with eastern regions, and good land routes 
both north and south, Ephesus was rich and populous center. Indeed, 
.R. Broughton considers Beloch’s estimate that Ephesus had 225,000 
people definitely too low.' Strabo (Geography, XIV. 24) reported 
that was the chief market business center Asia Minor “this side 
Taurus.” 


THE WEALTH EPHESUS 
Both literary records and inscriptional evidence make clear that 
Ephesus was enormously wealthy. Obviously sea and land trade was the 
steady source large part this wealth. Another source was the large 
territory which the city owned. How this extensive ‘land came the 


1. See “Roman Asia Minor,” in An Economic Survey of Ancient Rome, edited by Tenney 
Frank, Vol. 1V, 1938, p. 813. 
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property Ephesus not clear, but the coastal region the south, 
including the cities Phygela and Marathesium, and great part the 
lower Cayster valley, including the city Larissa, belonged Ephesus 


Fig. entrance the Baptistry and the baptismal basin the Church St. Mary. (From 
Forschungen in Ephesos) 

the first century C.2 The income from these cities and farming areas 

enriched the already prosperous city. 


THE WORSHIP ARTEMIS 


The most distinctive source prestige and revenue, however, was 
the cult the goddess Artemis (the name Diana used English versions 
Acts refers the Roman goddess who was identified with Artemis 
the days the Roman Empire). Illustrative the deep and persistent 
Asiatic influence Ephesus the fact that, although images Artemis 
earlier times had been more the Greek type, such images the times 
the Roman Empire were covered from neck waist with breasts. 
other words, Artemis was the mother goddess, Oriental rather than Greek, 
and her worship was much concerned with fertility flocks, herds, and 
the human family. was akin the earlier fertility cults Palestine 
against which Elijah and other prophets Israel had fight. 


2. Jones, A. H. M., The Cities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, 1937, p. 78. 
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The cult Artemis was extremely widespread and popular. There 
definite archaeological evidence the practice this cult more than 
thirty places the ancient world. Demetrius the silversmith had much 
ground for his reference Artemis she “whom all Asia and the 
world worshippeth” (Acts 19:27). 

Nevertheless, the goddess was special sense “Artemis the 
Ephesians.” Her temple Ephesus was considered one the seven 
wonders the world. was considered sacred and inviolable that not 
only the Ephesians but also foreign individuals, kings, and peoples deposited 
money there for safe keeping. was the custom loan this money, and the 
temple became, Broughton says cit., 890), the “biggest bank 
Asia.” 

Gifts the temple and goddess were another source wealth. 
inscription, dated 104 D., tells single gift one Vibius Salutaris 
statuettes silver and gold; the total weight was 111 pounds 
precious metal, and expert workmanship must have made them costly 
objects. They were carried public processions during the festivals 
Artemis, and must have been more than average impressiveness. 
When read this and similar gifts, understand better why Demetrius 
was able stir violent riot among silversmiths against Apostle 
who taught “that they are gods that are made with hands” (Acts 19:26). 


Especially dedicated Artemis was the month Artemision 
April). that time tourists and especially devotees Artemis must 
have thronged the city and brought great wealth the temple and trades- 
men. When Paul, writing from Ephesus about the time Passover the 
spring Cor. 5:7), says that will stay there until Pentecost Cor. 
16:8,9), one wonders whether the great crowds this festival season are 
not keeping him busy and the conversions Christian faith are not prov- 
ing numerous that feels forced postpone his departure for 
Macedonia and Corinth. The Book Acts tells that Paul’s preaching 
“all they that dwelt Asia heard the word the Lord,” and Demetrius 
states that “not alone Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this 
Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people” (19:10,26). Festival 
time would the time when the economic effects Paul’s preaching 
against idolatry would most bitterly felt craftsmen and tradesmen, 
and when the jealousy for the goddess could aroused most easily 
riot intensity. 


SILVER SHRINES ARTEMIS? 

centers sight-seeing and pilgrimage, trade souvenirs and 
objects remembrance brisk. This appears have been the case 
connection with the worship Artemis. Acts 19:24 states 
that Demetrius was silversmith, who made silver shrines Artemis,” 
and thereby “brought little business unto the 

Although shrines made terra cotta and marble have been found 
during excavations various places, silver shrines have come light 
thus far. view this lack evidence, Hicks conjectured? that 


3. Expositor, Vol. |, 1890, pp. 401-422. Ramsey rejected this view; see his book, The 
Church in the Roman Empire, 1893, ch. 7, ‘St. Paul at Ephesus.” 


IT 
tor 
ni 
k 
A 
bd 


we YS) peeve we 


1945,3 THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 


Luke made mistake concerning the actual position Demetrius; 
suggested that Luke knew Demetrius who was neopoios, “temple- 
warden,” and that since this Greek word has the literal meaning “temple- 
maker,” Luke concluded erroneously that Demetrius was maker silver 
shrines miniature temples Artemis for sale tourists pilgrims. 


Hicks supported his conjecture inscription which dated 
about the time ministry Ephesus; this inscription refers 
Demetrius who was “temple-warden.” this view, the silversmiths 
mentioned Acts made their living not making silver shrines, but 
rather skilled work silver statuettes the sort listed the above- 
mentioned inscription Salutaris. any case, the silversmiths were 
doubt members guild similar the “guild silversmiths and gold- 
smiths” referred inscription from Smyrna. 

interesting find the name Demetrius inscription which 
must dated least near the time Paul’s ministry. Since, however, 
the view Hicks involves the conclusion that Luke, intelligent writer, 
did not understand Greek word, and since shrines terra cotta and 
marble have been found, appears entirely possible that Luke was right, 
that silver shrines were made, and that the failure find any thus far may 
due the limited extent excavation. Moreover, excavations seeking 
light the New Testament period have usually been more interested 
temples, markets, theaters, and other public places than the homes where 
such shrines might have been kept. Furthermore, the fading the Artemis 
cult, conversions Christianity, hostility idolatry, theft, war, and plunder 
would all unite decrease the number shrines images that survived, 
and any object precious metal might thus destroyed melted down 
for other uses. 


EMPEROR WORSHIP EPHESUS 

must not thought that Ephesus worshiped deity but Artemis. 
Polytheism prevailed. are told that the Roman Emperor Augustus 
permitted Ephesus and Nicaea dedicate sacred areas Rome and Caesar 
because they were then the chief cities Asia and Bithynia respectively. 
Paul’s day Ephesus was “temple-keeper” “temple-guardian” one 
temple which thus represented the early stages emperor worship. 

The title known readers the Bible from Acts 19:35 con- 
nection with the worship Artemis. Indeed, inscription refers 
Ephesus the “temple-keeper But the same title was used 
Ephesus and elsewhere indicate that the city was the 
the imperial cult. addition the temple Ephesus which served 
this purpose Paul’s time, the city later added second and then third 
temple for this purpose, and finally came called temple- 
keeper” the imperial cult. Ephesus this cult was overshadowed 
Artemis worship the middle the first century, but the close the 
century, the book Revelation and other evidence combine show, 
emperor-worship had become widespread. 


JEWS EPHESUS 
Judaism was still another religion found Ephesus the time 
Paul. Although inscriptions not mention Jews until the second century 
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D., earlier literary references are clear. Josephus tells that the Syrian 
ruler Antiochus Theos (261-247 C.) granted the Jews Ionia, i.e., 
the region western Asia Minor which Ephesus located, full 
citizenship. adds that when, the first century C., the Ionians 
sought deprive the Jews this right, the Roman official Marcus 
Agrippa refused the petition and preserved the rights the Jews. Indeed, 
Josephus tells many decrees safeguarding the right Jews Gentile 
lands practice their ancestral faith, and several these decrees show 
that both Roman officials and the Ephesians themselves acted the first 
century protect the Jews the exercise their religious customs 
life and worship. (See especially Antiquities, X11.3.2; XIV. 10.25.) 

not clear from excavations where the Jewish colony lived, but 
the statement Leclerq* that was the northern outskirts the 
city ntay well correct. The need water for ritual purposes may explain 
tendency locate synagogues near river seashore (cf. Acts 16:13, 
Philippi; Josephus, Antiquities, XIV.10.23, Halicarnassus; 
Mekilta for the general This should borne mind any 
future search for the Ephesian synagogue. While the latter has never been 
found, its existence put beyond all doubt the references Acts and 
Josephus. 


NOTED CENTER MAGICAL PRACTICES 

Not all the religious activities Ephesus were connected with 
temples and synagogues. this city with its shifting and mixed population, 
magic and superstition played great role, and the reference itinerant 
exorcists, sons “Sceva, Jew, chief (Acts 19:13,14), may 
indicate that, happened elsewhere, individual Jews sometimes slipped 
away from their ancestral faith and shared the eclectic rites the time. 
any case, the use incantations and magical formulas was prevalent 
Ephesus that books rolls such formulas were referred ancient 
Greek and Roman writers writings.” What Acts tells about 
exorcism and the burning great numbers magical formulas thus fits 
the situation which know existed Ephesus (Acts 19:13,19). 


PAUL’S MINISTRY EPHESUS 

Our one basic source for the study the Apostolic Church Ephesus 
the book Acts. may mentioned that among the manuscripts 
Acts the Michigan Papyrus 1571, discovered the sands Egypt and 
probably dating from the early fourth century D., one the earliest. 
contains mutilated form Acts 18:27-19:6 one side the sheet 
and the other side These sections show the “Western”. type 
text and prove that this text type was present 

Both Cor. 16:9 and the account Acts indicate that Paul’s 
ministry Ephesus was successful and resulted rather large Church. 


4. Dictionnaire d’Archéologie Chrétienne et de Liturgie, Vol. 5, Part 1, 1922, article on 
Ephesus. 

See comment Foakes Jackson and Lake, Beginnings Christianity, 1933, 191. 

6. For facsimile, reconstruction, and discussion of this fragment, by H. A. Sanders, see 


Theological Review, XX, January, 1927; also Silva New’s article Beginnings 
Christianity, Vol. 1933, pp. 262-268. 
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The reminder praiseworthy earlier days the later Book Revelation 
(2:5) supports this evidence. The violence the against Paul the 
time the riot the theater argues for the same conclusion, although the 
surmise that the riot took place about the time the Artemis festival 
the month Artemision would far explain the strong emotional out- 
break and the bitter feelings the craftsmen concerning their loss trade. 


LIGHT FROM INSCRIPTIONS AND PAPYRI ACTS 

Inscriptions, found large numbers Ephesus and lesser ex- 
tent other cities Asia Minor, combine with papyri found Egypt 
throw much light the language and content the New Testament. 
may therefore note the words which are used Acts, and compare 
the evidence from other sources their meaning.’ 

19:13. The expression adjure you Jesus” similar the 
formula exorcism known from papyri. The following example from 
the so-called Paris magical papyrus: adjure you, demon, whoever you 
are, this god Sabarbarbathioth Sabarbarbathiuth Sabarbarbathioneth 
Sabarbarbaphai, come out, demon, whoever you are, and depart from 
so-and-so now, now, right now. Come out, demon, for bind you with 
adamantine bonds not loosed, and deliver you black chaos 
utter destruction.” 

19:18. The word translated “deeds” the Revised Version does have 
that meaning the indeed, this the word used the title the 
“Acts” the Apostles. Here, however, the word seems have the 
special sense which has the papyrus just quoted. There used 
the heading the magical formula mean The heading reads: 
“An excellent spell for driving out demons.” Thus may translate the 
reference Acts, not “declaring their but their magical 
They have been using the latter but have kept them secret, 
like magicians today refuse reveal the methods which they 
accomplish their wonders. may noted that the next verse the 
reference magical arts uses the same Greek root which 
verse used for “deeds” “spells.” This supports the suggestion that 
verse should follow the papyrus clue and translate rather 
than “deeds.” 

19:28. The use the title “Great” for god was common 
ancient times and thus was not limited Artemis. known, however, 
from both literary references and numerous Ephesian inscriptions that 
was customary refer Artemis this way. 

19:29. The great theater, seating about 25,000 persons, has been ex- 
cavated. Its present form dates from time later than ministry 
Ephesus, but its essential size and plan older than Paul’s day. was 
entirely natural for the crowd rush into the theater for informal 
assembly, since, know from inscriptions, that was the regular place 
for public meetings. Inscriptions other cities show that this was common 
practice elsewhere was only natural meet where great crowd could 
find room. 


7. The most convenient collection of such material is Moulton and Milligan, The Vocabul, 
of the New Testament Illustrated From the Papyri and Other 1930: 
of this work demands some competence in Greek. Broughton, op. cit., makes skilful use of 
inscriptions in historical study. 


2 
d 
1, 
»f 4 
st. 
| Ss 


THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 


19:31. The Asiarchs are mentioned frequently inscriptions. They 
were chosen from families position and means, and had leadership over 
the rites the imperial cult observed the league cities the Roman 
province Asia. The office was held for one year, but the title was used 
the individual official after had retired from his year service. 
Hence there could several Asiarchs Ephesus the time the riot, 
and since the position represented public honor rather than narrow 
monotheistic religious zeal, the tolerance the Asiarchs towards Paul 
not surprising. 

19:32. The Greek word used for “assembly” ekklesia, which the 
New Testament usually translated The term may used 
the regular legal assembly, verse 39, and that sense occurs frequently 
Ephesian inscriptions which refer the meeting the assembly the 
theater. find one inscription which tells Roman official who gave 
silver and other images Artemis set pedestals the theater 
every assembly. The New Testament student should note, however, that 
the use just illustrated does not convey the full meaning the word the 
New Testament. There the word “Church” denotes far more than public 
assembly. The word carries the Old Testament background where the 
people God are his congregation assembly, and here often the 
Septuagint better guide New Testament meaning than the inscriptions 
and papyri. But the latter show how people Hellenistic background 
might interpret the Christian reference. 

19:35. the “townclerk” may not suggest important personage, 
but the evidence from Ephesus makes clear that this offical was the 
dominant figure the political life the Hence the office was held 
rotation the city’s leading men. was thus natural for the crowd 
give heed him, especially timed his appearance catch the 
crowd when was tired shouting and ready listen the voice 
authority. 

19:35. The Greek word for was widely used in- 
dividuals. pre-Christian times find papyrus Egypt using the 
term for Jew who was “temple-keeper” attendant synagogue 
Egyptian village. inscription from Priene Asia Minor refers 
man who was “temple-keeper,” temple official, Artemis 
Ephesus. later papyrus names man who was “temple keeper the 
great famous Egyptian god. Josephus (Wars V.9.4) speaks 
the people Israel or, better, “guardian” the 
shrine their God. This reference people guardian temple 
resembles both the-use where the people Ephesus are called 
“temple-keeper the great and the other use which the 
word refers the Ephesians the imperial cult. 

The Ephesian inscriptions and Egyptian papyri naturally throw light 
numerous other linguistic, historical and religious points throughout 
the New Testament. The above examples, which deal particularly with the 
narrative Acts 19, show how such studies contribute New Testament 
interpretation, and indicate that Luke has reflected quite faithfully the 
conditions the world which the Apostles preached. 


See Jones, M., The Greek City, 1940, 239. 
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